
 
 
 
 

An Organization of Ethiopian Muslims in Washington D.C Metro. Area 
4324 Georgia Avenue, NW 

 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

 
In the tradition and history of Ethiopia, a country that has been cited as a model 
of tolerance and peaceful coexistence especially between Christians and 
Muslims for over 1400 years, it is now alarming to discover that a simmering 
revulsion against Islam and Muslims is brewing beneath the surface. Recent 
events in Ethiopia have lent credence to this modern day shock-attack against 
Muslims by some churches wielding much power and influence in the country. If 
hate-mongering by ardent priests were any indication as to the weight of this 
dangerous phenomenon, it leaves little room for interpretation as to their source 
of inspiration.  
 
Evidence is rapidly gathering against extreme forces that have galvanized these 
offensive acts of defamation, disparage and slander of the Islamic religion 
including its Holy Book (the Qur’an), the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon 
him), and even the Creator, Allah (Glory Be To Him), either for mere effect of 
subversion or to incite unrest and cause harm to persons and property. The 
constant barrage of verbal attacks against Ethiopian Muslims is tantamount to 
declaring war on the sanctity of Islam and its followers, which comprise a world-
wide population of over 1.5 billion people. 
 
It is deplorable that the Muslims in Gonder and across Ethiopia be terrorized by 
few extremist groups that wish to see Gonder cleansed of its native Muslim 
residence as they succeeded in denying the traumatized Muslims of Axum their 
basic human and citizenship rights to freely practice their religion as per the 
constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. As we applaud the 
actions taken by the authorities to safeguard the lives and properties of Gonder 
Muslims, we urge the Ethiopian government to seriously look into the root cause 
of the problem and the instigators behind it. A recently published book of hate by 
a high ranking church official and the faulty census report are some of the 
examples that we suspect have incited the extremists in the church to lob their 
salvo of hate and intolerance towards the Muslims of Ethiopia. If manipulating the 
recent census figures were aimed at marginalizing Ethiopian Muslims into 
second class citizens, that effort will meet an utter defeat. The Muslims of 
Ethiopia will no longer allow the marginalization of their citizenry by curbing their 
rights to full freedom whether in the practice of their religion or in the construction 
of their institutions or centers of worship. 
 



We believe that these desperate tactics possibly sanctioned by some in the 
church hierarchy were meant to register a political masterstroke in a bottom-
feeding attempt to distract from the growing number of Muslims that are asserting 
their rights and freedom in their birth land of Ethiopia. Especially, after the 1991 
revolutionary change in Ethiopia. Although the recently reported skewed census 
count inflated the rank of one religious group beyond their wildest dreams and 
exaggerated their claim of a majority in the country, it cannot alter the facts on 
the ground. Muslims like any full citizens of the country are guaranteed equal 
rights under the law and would not budge an inch to concede to these fringe 
fanatics or their veiled masters who may be operating behind the steering wheel. 
 
The few extreme forces of evil that we are sure do not represent the decent 
majority Christian population of Ethiopia, are now glowing in their affluence and 
arrogance and are attempting to strike a bonfire of vanity across the religious 
fault line by employing pontificating priests as their foot soldiers in order to create 
unrest and destruction. These “hired guns” are now bold enough to speak in 
public squares and domains spewing hate messages against Islam and Muslims 
without fear of retribution from the government. They wish to shred the 
constitution and impose their twisted sense of superiority over all other faiths and 
traditions.  Irrepressible acts of belligerence like these will ultimately lead to 
chaos and boisterous turmoil in the country.  
 
Therefore, this letter is as much a reminder to these reactionary forces as it is a 
notice to the authorities in Ethiopia about events unfolding under their watchful 
eyes. The moral hazard of doing nothing is equivalent to fanning the flame of this 
verbal aggression that may result in the demise of peace and creation of a 
religious conflict that may never see the end of time. To see this onslaught on 
Muslims as an unworthy propaganda destined for failure on its own merit belies 
the history of other nations embroiled in a similar diatribe. The incident in Gonder 
is a prescreening procedure to strike fear in the hearts of the resident Muslims 
and to sound the alarm as to the eminent demise of the democratic rule and a 
return to status quo. The hostility was also used to gauge the level of response 
from the government.  This is the nexus point for what will likely happen in the 
future. The lack of legal actions against the perpetrators and their accomplices 
will only embolden them and expose our country to a logistical nightmare that it 
may never recover from. This will forestall development and progress the country 
is witnessing, breed resentment and preclude lasting peace that would be a huge 
setback for our country. The road to equanimity is not paved with good intentions 
alone. The government’s swift hand of justice is now needed to douse the 
simmering fire in progress. 
 
The Ethiopian government has to be decisive and shoulders the responsibility to 
protect the rights of all its citizens irrespective of their religion, ethnicity or 
economic status. The Ethiopian people are also responsible to live and operate 
by the rule of law and in compliance with the constitution of the country. We urge 
the government of Ethiopia to engage in due diligence in prosecuting those 



individuals or groups that are bent on inciting violence and fomenting hatred 
between religious followers. Law and order can only be maintained if the rule of 
law is respected and justice is implemented in the land through mutual 
understanding and peaceful coexistence among the various religious and ethnic 
communities that make up the unique Ethiopian mosaic. 
 
We, the Ethiopian Muslims in Diaspora, are preparing to hold our first public 
demonstration to denounce the behavior and actions of extremist groups from 
any faith. To urge the ever tolerant and peace-loving Muslims of Ethiopia not to 
react to the violence perpetrated against them and their religion by the few 
extremist Christian groups and encourage them to allow the law of the land to 
take precedence. We also urge the ever powerful and influential Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church to engage in constructive development using the teachings of 
Jesus (Peace be upon him) as a vehicle to promote peace and prosperity. It is 
the responsibility of all religious establishments in Ethiopia to urge their followers 
to adhere to the rule of law, to respect others and preach tolerance and peaceful 
coexistence. Ethiopia cannot afford to add religious conflict to its arsenal of 
national problems that include poverty, hunger, and disease.  Ethiopians of all 
strikes and traditions are joined at the knee and the fate of the country is 
dependent on the growth and advancement of its entire people. This is only 
possible if genuine peace and justice can prevail in the land. 
 

1. We abhor all sorts of extremism by any group 
2. We denounce the fringe Christian extremist groups that are espousing 

hate and violence against Muslims 
3. We urge the Ethiopian government to equally apply the freedom of 

worship and religion enshrined in the constitution of the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. 

4. We urge the lifting of the ban of freedom of worship including the 
building of mosques in  places like Axum 

5. We urge the leaders of all religious establishments in Ethiopia to work 
toward peace and tolerance 

6. We urge the government of Ethiopia to form an independent body that 
is comprised of all religious groups to investigate and analyze the 
methods employed to engender the faulty census results 

7. We urge the government of Ethiopia to facilitate the venue in which 
Ethiopian Muslims can freely and democratically elect their religious 
leaders. 

 
 
Peace and progress to Ethiopia 
Peace on Earth 
 
The First Hijrah Foundation 


